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SUBJECT: VAJPAYEE'S REMARKS UPON RETURN FROM NEPAL 
REF: KATHMANDU 2990 (NOTAL) 

1 . RETURNING FROM HIS THREE-DAY VISIT TO NEPAL JULY 16, 

FOREIGN MINISTER A.B. VAJPAYEE SAID THAT HE WAS FULLY SAT- 
ISFIED WITH HIS TALKS THERE WHICH HE CHARACTERIZED AS "CORD- 
IAL, FRANK AND FORTHRIGHT. HE DESCRIBED HIS DISCUSSIONS 

WITH KING BIRENDRA AS "OPEN-HEARTED." SPEAKING TO NEWSMEN AT 
THE AIRPORT, VAJPAYEE SIAD THAT INDIA WOULD CONSIDER WITH AN 
OPEN MIND NEPAL’S PROPOSED THAT IT BE DECLARED A ZONE OF 
PEACE. "WE HAVE NEITHER ACCEPTED THE PROPOSAL NOR REJECTED 
IT," HE SAID. CITING THE PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP TREATY WITH 
NEPAL, INDIA'S OFFER OF A NO- WAR DECLARATION TO PAKISTAN, 

AND ITS IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH BANGLADESH, THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER SAID THAT INDIA WANTS TO MAKE THE SUBCONTINENT FREE 
OF TENSION SO THAT "NOT ONLY NEPAL BUT THE WHOLE SUBCONTINENT 
WILL BECOME A ZONE OF PEACE." 
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2. REGARDING TRADE AND TRANSIT, VAJPAYEE SAID THAT NEPAL 
HAD MADE PROPOSALS WHICH "WE HAVE PROMISED TO EXAMINE." HE 
ALSO REPORTEDLY SAID THAT INDIA HAD ACCEPTED IN PRINCIPLE 
NEPAL'S PROPOSAL TO EXPORT 30,000 TONS OF RICE THROUGH INDIA 
TO BANGLADESH. 

3. ON THE SUBJECT OF CRITICAL NEWS ARTICLES IN THE INDIAN 
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PRESS AMOUNTED TO INTERFERENCE IN NEPAL'S DOMESTIC AFFAIRS, 

VAIPAYEE SAID THAT HE HAD TOLD THE NEPALIS THAT INDIA WAS A 
DEMOCRATIC COUNTRY WITH A FREE PRESS AND FREEDOM OF SPEECH. 

AT THE SAME TIME HE SAID, HE ASSURED THE NEPALIS THAT THE 
GOI HAD SCRUPULOUSLY AVOIDED SAYING OR DOING ANYTHING THAT 
MIGHT BE CONSTRUED AS INTERFERENCE. ASKED IF FORMER NEPALI 
PRIME MINISTER KOIRALA HAD BEEN A TOPIC OF DISCUSSION, VAJ- 
PAYEE AVOIDED A DIRECT REPLY. 

4. WE WILL BE TALKING TO GOI AND NEPALSESE EMBASSY OFFICERS 
HERE OVER NEXT FEW DAYS AND WILL REPORT INSIGHTS WE DEVELOP. 

GOHEF.N 
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